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TECHNICAL TERMS DEFINED 
 
Throughout the Report, we have endeavoured to define any 
technical terms used.  This is shown in “Courier New” 
typeface for clarity. 
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Render Defined  
 
A sand and cement external coating applied in two o r three coats or 
layers. 

�
� Flaunchings Defined  
 

A low, wide cement mortar fillet surrounding the fl ue terminal on top of 
the chimney stack to throw off rainwater. 
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Party Structures Defined - Party Wall Act Etc. 1996  

 
A structure that both parties enjoy the use of or b enefit from.  An 
example of this would be where both parties gain su pport from a wall or 
utilise a chimney or chimneys.  
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Flashings Defined  
 

Flashings prevent dampness from entering the proper ty, usually at 
junctions where materials change.  Such a junction is the one between the 
chimney and the roof. �
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Influencing Distance Defined  
 
This is the distance in which a tree may be able to  cause damage to the 
subject property.  It is not quite as simple as our  sketch; it depends on 
the tree, its maturity, the soil type etc., etc. 
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Trickle Vents Defined  
 
Small vents to the windows to allow air movement in side the property to 
stop a build up of fumes or humidity. 
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Lath and Plaster Defined  
 
Laths are thin strips of timbers which are fixed to  the structure.  Wet 
plaster is applied to the laths, usually in several  layers.  The plaster 
forms a key as it is forced between the laths.  Thi s plaster, once dry, is 
given further coats and often a decorative finish. 

 
Plasterboard Defined  
 
The usual name for Gypsum plasterboard, which is bu ilding board with a 
core of aerated gypsum, usually enclosed between tw o sheets of heavy 
paper, used as a dry lining. �
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Suspended Timber Floor Construction Defined  
 
A suspended timber floor usually consists of timber s spanning the ground 
floor, supported on piers (usually brickwork), vent ed via airbricks within 
the walls.  
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Joist and Floorboard Construction 
Defined  
 
These are usually at first floor level 
consisting of a joist supported from 
the external walls, either built in or, 
in more modern times, sitting upon 
joist hangers, sometimes taking 
additional support from internal walls, 
with floorboards fixed down upon it. 
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